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Abstract

The present exploratory study was aimed to examine the relationship between the results of
the trail-making test (TMT), a common test to assess attentional function, and the behavioral
characteristics in people with attentional deficits in daily life. A search of documents for a
thirteen-year period, between 1999 and 2012, was conducted in May 2013, using Ichushi-Web, an
Internet search service containing information on Japanese medical papers, with the keywords
: “occupational therapy” and “attention deficits”. There were 31 papers written by occupational
therapists, and 17 which adopted the TMT for assessment were selected. Observation records
of the behaviors of 34 subjects and TMT assessment results were extracted from the 17
papers. The observation records were analyzed using text-mining, and the analysis results were
compared with those of TMT assessment. The TMT assessment results were classified into

four levels, and the characteristics of the behaviors at each level were identified.

Key Words : attention dificits, occupational therapy, trail making test



