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Abstract

To ascertain the developmental phonological processes in Japanese-speaking children, we
examined speech samples from 116 normally developing children, aged two to six years. Speech
samples were elicited using the latest version of the articulation test. The assessor transcribed
each child’s responses in the International Phonetic Alphabet and classified them according to
Kawai's phonological process categories.

Results indicated that the common phonological processes were consonant deletion, consonant
harmony, fronting, stopping, affrication, and palatalization. Those which disappeared by age
three were consonant deletion, consonant harmony, fronting, stopping of fricative, and affrication.

Stopping of the tap or the flap disappeared by age four. Palatalization disappeared by age five.

Key Words : Phonological Process, Normal Development, Articulation Development



